LA Threatens Jail Time For
Well-Known California Pastor
John MacArthur Over InPerson Church Services
The vitriolic anti-Christian nature of COVID-19 tyrants like California
Governor Gavin Newsom and LA Mayor Eric Garcetti is on full display as
they threaten legendary LA Pastor John MacArthur with jail time for
defying their order to shutter church services.
MacArthur is not bending and is lawyering up to face them in court. This
case will evolve to national attention as it progresses. ⁃ TN Editor
Pastor John MacArthur and Grace Community Church in Los Angeles,
Calif., have retained two prominent attorneys in response to a cease-anddesist letter threatening jail time or a $1,000 daily fine for continued
violations of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s (D-Calif.) order shutting down
churches. Meanwhile, Mayor Eric Garcetti has allowed protests to
continue nightly in LA and certain kinds of businesses remain open.
After Newsom ordered churches to shut on July 13, Grace Community
Church released a statement on July 24 explaining that Grace

Community Church would remain open. “Christ is Lord of all. He is the
one true head of the church (Ephesians 1:22; 5:23; Colossians 1:18). He
is also King of kings—sovereign over every earthly authority (1 Timothy
6:15; Revelation 17:14; 19:16). Grace Community Church has always
stood immovably on those biblical principles,” the church said.
“Therefore we cannot and will not acquiesce to a government-imposed
moratorium on our weekly congregational worship or other regular
corporate gathers. Compliance would be disobedience to our Lord’s
clear commands.”
On July 29, the City of Los Angeles sent a cease-and-desist letter,
threatening Grace Community Church and MacArthur with a daily fine of
$1,000 or arrest. The letter gave him one day to respond. On Sunday,
August 2, health officials came to the church, asking to inspect the
premises. The church declined to let them in without a warrant and told
them to speak with the church’s counsel. At that, they left.
MacArthur is not budging, and he plans to bring legal action if the city
carries out its threats.
MacArthur and his church have hired Jenna Ellis and Charles LiMandri.
Ellis is the senior legal adviser to the Trump 2020 campaign, private
counsel to President Donald Trump, and served on his legal team for the
impeachment trial. She also serves as a senior fellow at the Falkirk
Center for Faith & Liberty and is the author of The Legal Basis for a
Moral Constitution. LiMandri began the Freedom of Conscience Defense
Fund in 2012 and has litigated high-profile cases in California for
decades, including the ACLU’s effort to remove the Mount Soledad Cross
and San Diego’s effort to force firefighters to participate in a gay pride
parade against their sincerely held religious beliefs.
“Pastor MacArthur and Grace Community Church are not disobeying the
Constitution; it is California’s Governor Gavin Newsom and Mayor Eric
Garcetti that are defying their constitutional obligation to protect
religious freedom and church assembly,” Ellis said in a statement.
“Our American system of government specifically recognizes that our
individual, fundamental right to free exercise of religion and freedom of

assembly is a pre-political, God-given, inalienable right. That right is not
given by the government or the Constitution, but rather, government is
mandated by the Constitution to preserve and protect it for the church,”
the Trump lawyer added. “Grace Community Church has every right to
assemble without impossible and unreasonable infringement from the
state, and the state has absolutely no power to impose the restrictions it
is demanding.”
“Church is essential, and the government has no power to arbitrate
whether religious organizations are essential. This is not about health
and safety, it is about targeting churches,” Ellis concluded.
LiMandri argued that California is discriminating against churches by
banning religious services but allowing protests to continue and allowing
abortion clinics, retail outlets, and marijuana dispensaries to remain
open.
“It is unconstitutional for Governor Newsom and the State of California
to discriminate against churches by treating them less favorably than
other organizations and activities that are not protected by the First
Amendment,” he argued. “Pastor MacArthur and his church, as well as
all churches, are entitled to practice their religion without government
interference.”
Read full story here…

Forbes Calls For Cities To Up
Data Game To Conquer
COVID-19
Data is the new oil of the 21st century. COVID-19 is providing the
opportunity for city CIOs to implement massive new data collection and
analysis systems at a time when other initiatives have no funding or
support. Technocrats remain in control of the entire narrative. ⁃ TN
Editor
Long ago, the private sector figured out that data was a valuable
resource. Presented with big data, enterprises put it to work, using it to
better understand their customers, improve marketing precision and
designing compelling products and services. The public sector, while
having made significant progress in the past ten years, is still lagging
behind in leveraging one of the only resources it has in abundance.
Cities are using data, but they’re not yet exploring its true value.
The sudden emergence of Covid-19 in all our communities has put

pressure on local governments and city CIOs to respond in meaningful
ways. In a recent report, the National League of Cities, an advocacy
organization that represents the U.S.’s 19,495 cities, highlights the need
for better data gathering to help manage everything from safe social
distancing on public transportation to the risk of evictions triggered by
economic hardship. Unfortunately, few cities are well-prepared to be
able to meet this challenge with high-quality data.
To rise to the challenge, tech leaders will need to up their game. While
not ultimately responsible for data’s use—that’s the role of data
owners—city CIOs must deliver solutions for data collection, storage,
security, and appropriate distribution. Data must be made available at
the right time, on the right devices and kept up to date. This means
working with stakeholders across government, local communities and
beyond to leverage data more effectively.
…

CIOs as change agents
None of this will be easy for those cities that lag behind in terms of
governance and data-management skills. Today, a city CIO must be both
a strategist and an agent-of-change. In an era of Covid-19, the role is
critical to delivering uninterrupted services and the adoption of digital
tools. Ensuring that data is leveraged must be high on the agenda and be
acted upon.
To do so, city CIOs will need to convince other stakeholders that
change—and, quite possibly, additional spending—is necessary at a time
when organizations and budgets are under significant pressure because
of the pandemic. That will not be easy, but timely and accurate
sources of data from cities are going to be essential if we are to
collectively conquer Covid-19.
Read full story here…

Bank Of England Partners
With Accenture For New
Payment System
The Bank of England is the most powerful Central Bank in the world,
other than the Federal Reserve in the U.S. BOE is driving toward Digital
Currency (CBDC) and the latest target date is 2025. BOE’s partnership
with Accenture is a Technocrat marriage made in Hades. ⁃ TN Editor
Last week it was announced by the Bank of England that they had
appointed Accenture, a professional services company, as their
‘Technology Delivery Partner‘ for the renewal of the UK’s Real Time
Gross Settlement (RTGS) payment system. The news was in keeping with
the BOE’s timeline of deciding upon a tech partner by the summer of
2020.
Before looking at the wider implications of Accenture’s partnership with
the bank, it is worthwhile noting a couple of things about the company.
First, aside from their new found relationship with the BOE, Accenture is

a Strategic Partner of the World Economic Forum and has been for
twenty years. This is the same WEF that is pushing vociferously the
concept of a ‘Great Reset‘ in the areas of the economy, society,
geopolitics, the environment and technology.
Second, Accenture provide R3 with IT solutions. R3 are an ‘enterprise
blockchain software firm‘ that run a distributed ledger based platform
called ‘Corda‘. This is relevant because in 2018, R3 were among several
other institutions that took part in a BOE led ‘RTGS Renewal Programme
Proof of Concept‘. The point of the concept was to see if the systems of
R3 and their counterparts could connect to the renewed RTGS. The end
result showed that they could.
Commenting on Accenture’s partnership with the BOE, Victoria Cleland
(Executive Director of Banking, Payments and Innovation) said that it
represented ‘a key milestone in our ambitious and exciting
Programme to renew RTGS.’ Stressing that the RTGS Renewal
Programme is a key priority of the BOE, Cleland added that ‘the
renewed RTGS service will be designed not only to benefit
everyone in the country who makes payments, but to keep the UK
at the leading edge of payments innovation.’
Sulabh Agarwal, a managing director at Accenture, said that ‘the
renewed system will enable financial institutions to access a more
modern and secure payments platform which is fit for the future.’
The objective as laid out in the press release states that the new RTGS
will start to be delivered in 2022. This is confirmed by way of a ‘RTGS
Renewal Programme plan‘ published by the bank a short while ago.
There are several stages of transition planned until the renewed services
come online between 2023 and 2024. The programme will close in 2025
with the renewed RTGS fully operational.
The subject of RTGS is one I have regularly posted about since 2018. If
you are not familiar with the background to RTGS, I would recommend
looking into some of the key aspects.
Of most concern to me is the potential interplay between the renewed
RTGS and the future issuance of a BOE Central Bank Digital Currency. A

couple of new bits of information I came across recently lend credence
to this possibility.
The first is from June 2019 when the BOE discussed the ‘latest thinking
on using APIs to enhance how users interact with the renewed Real-Time
Gross Settlement (RTGS) Service‘. API stands for ‘Application
Programming Interface‘, and is described by the bank as ‘a set of
functions and procedures allowing the creation of applications
that access the functions or data of an operating system.’
The reason I bring this up is because back in March 2020 when the BOE
released a 57 page discussion paper titled, ‘Central Bank Digital
Currency – Opportunities, challenges and design‘, they spoke about API
in conjunction with ‘Payment Service Providers‘ for a CBDC. Here is an
extract from an article I published on the paper in May 2020:
To access CBDC, customers would need to register with a
provider. However, this would come with certain conditions.
The identity of users would need to be authenticated, both to
open an account and to make payments, in the name of
protecting them against fraud and stamping out money
laundering. Rights to anonymity would have to be waived.
As for how CBDC payments would be processed, the BOE
mention that transactions between users of the same
provider could go through their own systems and would not
need to be ratified by the bank’s core ledger. But CBDC
payments between two different providers – say Barclays and
Santander – would need to go through the ledger, and by
extension the BOE.
Connected to ‘Payment Interface Providers‘ is something
called the ‘Application Programming Interface‘ (API). It is
this that would permit private sector providers to connect to
the BOE’s core ledger. Any unauthorised access would be
automatically blocked, as only regulated firms would be
granted entry.
In short, API would stand between ‘Payment Interface Providers‘ as a

wall of security in a CBDC system. The fact that API is being discussed
as part of the renewed RTGS, as well as a future CBDC, is an indication
of its relevance.
The second bit of information comes from a meeting held on June 2nd
2020 by the External Advisory Body of the RTGS Renewal Programme.
Participants on this body include Barclays and Lloyds Banking Group. As
well as discussing the latest updates on renewed RTGS, the last item of
the meeting was dedicated to Central Bank Digital Currency and
minuted as follows:
An update was provided on the Bank of England’s work on
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), with a particular
focus on the discussion paper, published in March 2020. It
was explained that the Bank had taken no decision to issue a
CBDC. The paper aimed to serve as a basis for holding
discussions on the way in which a domestic CBDC could
potentially play a useful role in delivering the Bank’s
objectives.
CBDC was being explored further with other Central Banks. A
key consideration was whether the public would choose to
use a CBDC and what the impact would be on financial and
monetary stability.
To further underline the importance of the discussion paper referenced
in the minutes, it was this paper that mentioned how the bank’s work on
a CBDC would help them to ‘understand whether CBDC could
interact with RTGS renewal‘. In my series of articles examining the
paper, I drew attention to the BOE’s belief that the core ledger at the
heart of the new RTGS ‘could build on our ambitious renewal of the
RTGS service and complement private sector initiatives to
improve payments‘.
I would argue that what we are seeing here is how the redevelopment of
the BOE’s payment system is fundamental in the quest to issue CBDC. If
that is the case, then the timeline for RTGS renewal provides some
indication of when the bank may attempt to introduce a CBDC.

Take into consideration at this point the Bank for International
Settlement’s ‘Innovation BIS 2025‘ project, in which the technology
behind digital currency plays an integral part. The completion of the
renewed RTGS is slated for 2025, and around this time also the Federal
Reserve is planning to launch a new payment system called ‘FedNow‘.
The BIS have not discussed why the year 2025 seems to hold such
importance. All we know for definite is that five years from now central
banks should have in place new payment system that are compatible
with blockchain and distributed ledger technology, which in itself would
lay the foundations for realising a CBDC.
If global planners keep to their timelines, by 2025 central bank digital
currency will have begun rolling out in the West. Meanwhile, in the East
China are pushing on with their own roll out of a CBDC. As reported
back in June, trials have already started in four cities across the country.
But a much bigger roll out looks to be on the cards by the time of the
Beijing Winter Olympics in 2022. Right when the renewed RTGS begins
to come online.
In the UK, the Bank of England’s publicly stated position is that any
CBDC would ‘likely act as a complement to cash rather than a
substitute‘. I would treat this with the upmost caution, simply because
it is in contrast to BIS General Manager Agustin Carstens who is on the
record as saying that in a CBDC world all payments would be electronic
only. To quote him directly, ‘He or she would no longer have the
option of paying cash‘.
As I see it, the objective of the banking elites is to implement a global
CBDC network as a mechanism for the gradual elimination of cash.
Physical money took a battering earlier this year as countries were
placed into lockdown. Cash levels are starting to recover in the UK, but
remain well below where they were in 2019. Another round of
widespread lockdowns amidst a resurgence of the pandemic would
further erode the confidence people have in handling banknotes.
Whereas ATM transaction volume in Britain was 50.9 million a year ago,
today it is 32.8 million. It is not difficult to imagine levels dropping back

to where they were in April – 20.5 million – or worse if the
autumn/winter season brings with it the much vaunted ‘second wave‘.
One thing I am particularly concerned about are reports of a very recent
‘war game‘ session between Prime Minister Boris Johnson and
Chancellor Rishi Sunak, where apparently it was discussed that those
over 50 may soon be ordered to stay at home to avoid another national
lockdown. It is people over 50 that are more likely to be the ones who
persist in using cash as payment. Restrict them to the point where they
are effectively housebound out of fear, and you can see how the cash
network would be impacted.
As the world continues to be enveloped by Covid-19 hysteria, behind the
scenes central banks are quietly progressing on two fronts – the renewal
of payment systems and plans for the issuance of central bank digital
currency. Both of which appear to go hand in hand.
Read full story here...

